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A SOLDIER’S LIFE. 1859 - 1880
Margaret Hayes & John Wooddisse

Readers may be surprised to find this article in our Yearbook but I feel that there are good reasons for
including it. Too much history of ordinary people has been lost, Margaret Hayes and John Wooddisse
have been long time members of this Society and finally the successor Battalion to the First Battalion
The Royal Lincolnshire Regiment (10* Foot) is the 2™ Battalion The Royal Anglian Regiment which is
currently commanded by John and Ann Wooddisse's elder son Ralph.  Editor

This is an account of my grandfather’s life. He was Benjamin Hayes, an ex-private of the 10"
Lincolnshire Regiment, 2* Battalion. His daughter, my aunt Margaret Ann Hayes, was immensely proud
of her father, whose temperament she also inherited. She had kept many newspaper cuttings, Old
Comrades’ Annual Reports and other memorabilia..

I am indebted to Colonel John Wooddisse for his enthusiastic appreciation of Ben Hayes’ life
and times, especially because he himself served in the Lincolnshire Regiment and his son, Lt. Col. Ralph
Wooddisse followed him into it.

Margaret Hayes
PRIVATE BEN HAYES - LATE 10™ FOOT

Several weeks ago Ann and [ were invited to tea by Margaret Hayes. Margaret lives in Watermillock,
the neighbouring parish on the opposite side of Gowbarrow Fell to ourselves. She told me that her
grandfather, Ben Hayes, had served in the Lincolnshire Regiment (10" Foot), my former Regiment, for
21 years and never fired a shot in anger. She had various relics of him that she wished to show me
including his parchment covered Record of Service marked 2°/10*, Interestingly Ben Hayes was born
in 1838 and in the 1921 Annual Report of the 10° Foot and Lincolnshire Regiment Old Comrades
Association a full page is devoted to him as the oldest 'Old Comrade' and saying that he had attended
every annual dinner of the OCA since the inception of the movement. Ben Hayes told the press that the
Jubilee of the 2 /10® celebration held in London had been one of the most pleasant episodes of his
life. A copy of the article on the Jubilee by a Lincoln newspaper is attached, together with articles on
Ben Hayes' wedding in Lincoln and the elaborate arrangements for his funeral provided by the Depot,

Ben Hayes was born in Roscrea, County Tipperary, and joined the 2™ Battalion, 10® Foot, then
being formed in Mullingar in March 1859. He sailed with the Battalion for South Africa from Kingstown
in late 1859, moved to India and returned to the United Kingdom in 1873 after 13 years overseas. He



remained with the Battalion in Dover before serving his final | ;
18 months at the recently opened Depot in Lincoln. He was
discharged in July 1880.

Subsequently he was employed by Rushton-Proctors
for 32 years as a machineman. He retired in 1914 at the age of
76. Margaret told me that two representatives of his Trade £
Union had called on him shortly afterwards, wearing top hats
and frock coats, to thank him for providing a job for another
man. They gave him £10 which he never spent.

After joining the Army he returned to Ireland only
once, to see his mother in 1881, just after his discharge.
Margaret showed me a letter from the Church of Ireland
Minister in Roscrea written shortly after Ben's return to
Lincoln, telling him that his mother was dying and with a
message from her. She told him she was going home.

As explained in the newspaper report, Brother Hayes of the 10" Regiment, at a good Templar
wedding, married Sister C Carlill, both members of the Lindum Lodge, at St Swithin's Church, Lincoln
(presumably during his 18 months at the Depot). The report says that afterwards ‘a select company sat
down to an excellent breakfast at which, as a martter of course, the healith of the bride and groom was
drunk in a beverage perfectly innocent of alcoholic poison. On return from their honeymoon they were
presented in Lodge with a very handsome illustrated family Bible.’ (The Lodge would have been
Union)

Ben's sister-in-law, the boys' mother was a dress maker. She raised the family income by helping
Ben's wife to make and sell pies and they provided outside catering. Ben’s daughter, Margaret Ann,
looked after her parents through their old age and infirmity. She had trained as a seamstress and after
their deaths worked at the County Mental Hospital at Bracebridge Heath making hospital linen, nurses’
uniforms, shirts and so on for over twenty years. She spent her old age with Margaret and her sister.

One reason [ have written about Ben Hayes at such length is that, apart from social history, at
the present time of economic collapse his life and period represent such a contrast to the lives of many
people today. Although on a minimum income all his life, he remained cheerfully independent, had self
respect and was a much respected figure in the City of Lincoln - he was a representative of his times.
As Margaret said, her grandfather never pushed himself forward and ifhe had he would probably have
gained promotions.

As illustrated by the reports of the 10" Foot and Lincolnshire Regiment Old Comrades
Association, which were well produced and full of information, speeches by the Colonel of the Regiment
and others illustrate the mutual respect and comradeship between all ranks. Major General Simpson
addressed those at the meetings as 'Comrades'. This close relationship still remains within the Armed
Forces today.

Ben Hayes died in 1922 aged 84. His Regimental number was 951.

John Wooddisse







































